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ACM presents at Global Forum 
 
Association of Caribbean MediaWorkers (ACM) President, Wesley 
Gibbings, will be among international presenters at the Global Forum for 
Media Development in Athens, Greece from December 7-10, 2008. 
 
The full programme can be found here: 
http://www.gfmdathensconference.com/node/112 
 
Gibbings will be part of a panel on: Creating Enabling Environments: 
Media Regulation Mechanisms that can Guarantee Effective Media 
Development - With special intervention on defending media freedom in 
Zimbabwe. 
 

Panel: 
Moderator: Edetaen Ojo, Executive Director, Media Rights Agenda, 
Nigeria 
Gordana Jankovic, Open Society Media Programme, UK 
Veet Vivarta, Director, ANDI, Brazil 
Jeanette Minnie, Zambezi FoX, South Africa 
Beatrice Mtetwa, Media Lawyer, winner of 2005 CPJ Press Freedom 
Award, Zimbabwe 
Wesley Gibbings, President, ACM, Trinidad & Tobago 

 
The ACM President will also lead discussions on Improving Election 
Coverage in Developing and Emerging Countries. 
 
He will use the opportunity to speak on the current ACM project to develop 
an Elections Handbook for Caribbean Journalists. 
 
The Global Forum for Media Development (GFMD) is a practitioner-led 
process designed to be long term and open to the community involved in 
media development around the world. 
 
The GFMD 2008 builds on the achievements made since the first global 
conference of media aid organizations in Amman, Jordan in October 2005, 
in which more than 400 participants attended and agreed to a set of 
principles that form the basis of the work of the GFMD. 
 
The GFMD constitutes a network of some 500 non-governmental media 
assistance organizations operating in about 100 countries across Asia, 
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Africa, the Middle East, Europe, Eurasia and the Americas, which support 
the development of independent media at the community, national and 
regional level. 
 
The GFMD aims to bring greater linkages and sustainable impact to the 
work of the media development sector as a whole. It seeks to do this 
through collaboration, substantiation, professionalization and shared 
learning. 
 
It is the mission of the GFMD to make media development an integral part 
of overall development strategies, just like education or health. Too often, 
media assistance is relegated to communicating development goals and 
the GFMD aims to make media assistance a sector in its own right. 
 
The GFMD's basic values are free expression, media freedom and 
independent journalism as defined by internationally accepted documents 
such as the UNESCO Windhoek Declaration. 
 
The GFMD believes that free, independent, viable and inclusive media are 
prerequisites for creating and strengthening democratic society and human 
development. 
 
GFMD members range from organisations with international reach, such 
as, for instance, the BBC World Trust or Internews Network to national 
organisations, such as Media Rights Agenda in Nigeria or the 
Environmental Education Media Project in China. 
 
A major aim of the GFMD is to ensure that media assistance organisations 
from Asia, Africa, the Middle East/North Africa and Latin America are fully 
involved in the debate on media development strategies, defining 
objectives and analysing impact of media assistance programmes. 
 
http://www.gfmd-athensconference.com/node/112 


