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ACM/IFEX-ALC Concerned About Office Of OAS Special Rapporteur 

 

Port of Spain, 12 Jan. 2012 

OPEN LETTER TO OAS PERMANENT COUNCIL MEMBERS: 

 

 

Esteemed member of the Organization of American States (OAS) Permanent Council: 

 

We, the undersigned members of the IFEX-ALC - an alliance of 16 organisations, members of the 

International Freedom of Expression Exchange (IFEX), based in Latin America and the Caribbean1 - take 

this opportunity to bring to your attention the significant achievements of the Office of the Special 

Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression of the Organization of American States (OAS): 

 

The Rapporteur actively promoted the decriminalisation of the crimes of slander and insult throughout 

the region, in particular "desacato" laws that protect public officials by criminalising expressions that 

offend them. 

 

Working together with civil society, the Rapporteur assumed a leadership role in the movement for 

greater transparency, which has had a number of successes. 

 

The Rapporteur shed light on the risks journalists face, particularly when reporting on organised crime, 

and has vigorously argued for the implementation of special protection measures for these media 

professionals. 

 

The Rapporteur has been fighting against impunity in relation to crimes against journalists. 

 

The Rapporteur has brought attention to indirect methods of censorship at the regional level, such as 

the arbitrary allocation of government advertising or the granting of radio and television broadcast 

licences. 

As such, the IFEX-ALC takes note of the discussions in recent months within the OAS with regards to the 

Inter-American Human Rights System (IAHRS). 

 

In particular, we note with concern certain recommendations vis-a-vis the mandate of the Special 

Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression which are being considered by the OAS Special Working Group to 

Reflect on the Workings of the IACHR with a view to Strengthening the IAHRS.  
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These recommendations will be debated during the next session of the OAS Permanent Council, on 25 

January 2012. Rather than strengthening the role of the Rapporteur, these changes would actually 

diminish the impact of the mandate in the region. 

 

Drawing on their experience of protecting freedom of expression in the region, the members of the 

IFEX-ALC respectfully suggest that you advise your government, an OAS Member State, that the 

following recommendations referring to the Rapporteur's mandate should be withdrawn from 

consideration:  

The recommendation that the Rapporteur's Office cease to publish on an annual basis its Special Report 

on the State of Freedom of Expression in the Americas. For more than 10 years, the findings of this 

report have been included in the Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights 

(IACHR). 

 

We, the undersigned organisations, believe that the Rapporteur's Annual Report is a fundamental tool 

for assessing the condition of free expression in the region and identifying challenges. 

 

The recommendation that the budget of all rapporteurs be equalised, but without increasing the 

funding provided to any Rapporteur's Office. This would mean deducting funding specific to freedom of 

expression, which has the largest operational budget.  

This would impact on the type of activities the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of 

Expression will be able to carry out in the region. 

 

The recommended creation of a "code of conduct" implies greater state control over the different 

Rapporteurs' Offices. Without a doubt, one of the rights one is granted under a democratic system is the 

freedom to express one's self.  

Increasing state control over the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression could limit 

its right to speak freely which would have a negative impact in the region. 

 

We extend our sincerest regards and hope you will take into account our expressed concerns. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

ARTICLE 19 

Associação Brasileira de Jornalismo Investigativo (Asociación brasilera de Periodismo de Investigación, 

ABRAJI) – Brasil 

Asociación Nacional de la Prensa (ANP) – Bolivia 

Asociación por los Derechos Civiles (ADC) – Argentina Association of Caribbean Media Workers 
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(Asociación de Trabajadores de los Medios del Caribe, ACM) – Trinidad & Tobago 

Centro Nacional de Comunicación Social (CENCOS) – México 

Centro de Reportes Informativos sobre Guatemala (CERIGUA) – Guatemala 

Comité por la Libre Expresión (C-Libre) – Honduras 

Foro de Periodismo Argentino (FOPEA) – Argentina 

Fundación Andina para la Observación y el Estudio de Medios (Fundamedios) -- Ecuador 

Fundación para la Libertad de Prensa (FLIP) – Colombia 

Instituto Prensa y Sociedad (IPYS)– Perú 

Instituto Prensa y Sociedad de Venezuela (IPYS VENEZUELA) - Venezuela) 

Observatorio Latinoamericano para la Libertad de Expresión (OLA) – Perú 

Sindicato de Periodistas del Paraguay (SPP) – Paraguay 

 


